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ARTICIE APPEARED

I PAGT : &:l
Guerrilla |
. Sent Back - -

To Nzcaragua
. By John M. Goshko - -

. Washinglon Post Staft Writer. ‘g--_'_':
"+ The "State- Department,
* shaken by a young g ~guerrilla
fighter's success in embar-
rassing the Reagan adrmn-
istration’s efforts to prove
- Nicaraguan 'and Cuban-in=x
“ volvement in -El 'Salvador;?
hastily - sent” himr_home- to::
* Nicaragua * “yesterday : and"
began studying ways to re-
pair the damage to U.S. Cen-
tral America policy. = =7 =
Orlando Jose Tardencillas ;]
_Espinosa, 19, caused a fiasco
“of potentxally historic impor-"
 tance Friday when U.S. of ="
ficials allowed” him to . talk °
" with' reporters in" thebelief -
* he would support ‘the admm-'_
‘istration’s case.” Instead, "he :
recanted . earlier . confessions
“made inEl~Salvador,. said *
“they had* been forced from '
“him by torture.and death::
threats, and denounced. the |
U S. backed Salvadoran gov- p

ss:\\ Tk

mn, facmg ;

donr of its’ actxons; reacted b)r
_ putting ‘the maximum - pos-
*sible distance. be_tween 1tself
“and Tardencillas, who. had ™!
> been a_prisoner; in_ El"Sal+,
” vador_since- his’ capture by

overnment’ forces thére. in~
g & ,}.q »,A

At aop@gmate y .3 ;
_\,esterday,. Department
. officials turned him over to;
I\ucaraguan B Ambassador
* Francisco Fl&lIOS‘ aftér a few.z
hours rest, embassy ofﬁcxals
- put ' Tardencillas’ “aboard a”
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pubhc support for its Central Amer-.
ica policy of portraying Cuba and
Nicaragua as the agents of a commu-
nist threat to tbe them Heuu~
sphere. S

The Tardenczllas mtemew had
been: mtended as an important el-
-ement in; a: step-by-step- drive,

: Jaunched last week, to overcome es-
 calating “public: and conpessxonal
_concern that President Reagan. is
leadmg the “United States. into a
Vietnam-type situation in El Sal-
_vador_The administration’s aim is to
“convince the public that it has solid
. evidence to-docunient its. “charges’of -
communist: mterference ‘in- Central .
Amenca.posmg a threat to US m-
wrests. 2., 7 u‘.?H,l e —-dcu-‘A»'

" But the off' cial, who asked” not to"

‘be identified; acknowledged that the .
‘misfire* caused by the. Tardencillas -
interviews: “has left “us: sufficiently -
‘shaken that we can’t ignore the.pos-.
sibility of our credxbxhty being at
stake. Rrght now, we just don’t know
“what we're going to do next.”

 “There is no predrsposxtxon to

»pa.mc and .cave-in,”. he. said; :“We-
" have- 5o+ much stuff - that- we" feel
-leaves - absolutely no doubt about
*Cuban and Nicaraguan aid and di-
 rection for the Salvadoran guerrillas.-
"But there are big problems: about_
when to use it and how to use it.”

i He reiterated the contention, ad
“vanced- repeatedly by Secretary of |
State Alexander M. Haig Jr. and.
‘other senior officials, that most of -
“the administration’s best evidence -
‘cannot -be. made public .because it~
would,\,compromxse rintelligence
sources and  damage Washmgtons

ability to collect. mformatxon in the '

future.- gy i Ta (o8 i

““Qur. prob em is that we carmot\

and will: not. release- this ‘stuff,” the -
official ‘continued.: “So wethave to -
Jook for other material that we can
give to the public and that will make
the same case on ‘which: our policy "
judgments . are: ‘based.: Then, n, -when |
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'you do put out information and it
turns on you like that.guerrilla in-.
terview, there’s a real risk that your
-whole case,: including- the informa-
“tion that'you can’t make pubhc, wﬂl’
be discredited.” -
His comments underscored what
~has been a frequent lament of policy
‘makers in the national security area’
since 1961 when President Kennedy, ;
relying on what turned-out. to - be4
faulty intelligence advice, launched
the  aborted Bay-of . Pigs- actxon
agamst Cuba. - .72 e

" In the intervening “years, sxtuao
";txons such as the Vietnam war and
‘the : Watergate scandal.have made’
iCongress and the publi¢’ increasingly
~ ‘unwilling to " accept "the ‘word: and’
‘actions of the. intelligence cormu-
nity at face value: That has caused’
an increasing problem -for officials
who must rely on intelligence data to
‘make policy decisions and whothen’
'-_ﬁnd their efforts to justify these. de-r
cisions hampered because they must:
,keep much of the intelligence secret
Jor because what they‘ean ‘make pub:|
Tlic often involves inconelusive infor-|
mation subject to dlffermg mterpre~
‘.t&tlons.’: e v-*;aog-mpﬂ, -M\mv-u‘
&+ President - Carters<learned -*that
when his “administration’s charges
-about Cuban interference in- the
Shaba . province - of - Zaire and the.
- buildup of a Soviet brigade in Cuba |
‘encountered widespread.: skepticism’
¢about the validity of the- mtelhgence

;on which they were based. ::: -
-+ Under? " President 4 Reaga.n, ;.-ther
problem Has * becone - “éven Tmore’]
- acute because of his adrmmstratmn S
stated intention to restore-the influ- |
{‘ence and prestige’of U.S: xntelhvenceﬂ*
agem:les~ That, coupled thh the: ad-x
=3 f . e

‘East-West =, wsu%—-guc . ol

charges that the ‘Soviét Umon and
{its-allies have used chemical” ‘warfare]
‘in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia—
{its :public. assertrons—have -gone: fur-r

“th
- commeéreial-flight on the fi rst-—- hc:; g"':‘l:;f:n; 'tr:slbtgfzdu.by the p’ub:l
leg of his journey-to freedom 3  That has been. s yﬁtfu il f
e et
th Le € 4 a. sntug_txoar{. *tion's“contention *that“the" Central | ™
p:va::;;_mdamb:;% ‘:s;:.a. ; \America situation is pértof a global |}
istate-of turmoily; ;bom:wha::_- { communist consplracy towm control'

iof Third World
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